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He was obviously very worried.

4< They bring death into the house/" he said.

She was irritated that he should suggest any-
thing so foolish. " Surely, Charles, you do realise
that is idiotic How can any particular flower
bring death into the house? Just the same as
some people think may is wrong. May has never
yet harmed anybody, it never will."

" I wish you'd throw those snowdrops away/*

She wheeled round sharply.

"1 won't, I refuse to pander to your silly
superstitions. There is nothing in it at ail, and
it is quite wrong to allow such absurd ideas to
haYe a hold on you/*

"It isn't a silly idea/*

"There is nothing in it at alL How could a
flower bring death into a house?"

Then she knew that Hilda Nealc had come
into the room, walking very quietly as she always
did, and standing now on the threshold, where
she had probably heard every word. Charles
turned to go, and then saw her.

"I'm sorry/* said Miss Neale. And then, as
though she were offering to help: "Shall 1 take
the snowdrops away?"

"No," said  Doreen, "1 refuse  to part with
them.   It is quite idiotic the way you
out these silly, thready old superstitions.    The
snowdrops are to stay/*

Hilda Neale said;   "You may be very
Mrs* Fayre; you may regret it very much
day."

** Thee I will regret it, but the
where they are/*   She was